
 
 
  

My NASA Data - Mini Lesson

Energy and Matter: Aquarius Sea Surface Salinity (2011-2014)  

  

Mini Lesson

Review the NASA Video below.  This visualization shows sea surface salinity observations
(September 2011-September 2014) from the Aquarius/SAC-D mission, a collaboration between
NASA and the Space Agency of Argentina. The data is shown on a spinning globe.
 

Answer the following questions:

1. What is salinity?  
2. Why is salinity important in the water cycle and in ocean circulation? 
3. In the video, what color represents high salinity values?  Low?
4. Where do you see the greatest concentrations of low salinity values? High salinity values?
5. Based on what you know about the water cycle, what causes changes in the salinity values? 
6. Create a narration script that describes your observations over the course of this 30 second

video.  

Teachers who are interested in receiving the answer key, please contact MND from your school
email address at larc-mynasadata@mail.nasa.gov.
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Earth System Data Explorer

Daily Sea Surface Temperature (Celsius)
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https://mynasadata-las.larc.nasa.gov/EarthSystemLAS/UI.vm#panelHeaderHidden=false;differences=false;autoContour=false;globalMin=-1.650006;globalMax=32.49999;xCATID=51DAC15D6D5EDCE1B362DE268B0C73A7;xDSID=hydro;varid=analysed_sst-id-afc9d5a276;imageSize=auto;over=xy;compute=Nonetoken;tlo=01-Jan-1995%2000:00;thi=01-Jan-1995%2000:00;catid=51DAC15D6D5EDCE1B362DE268B0C73A7;dsid=hydro;varid=analysed_sst-id-afc9d5a276;avarcount=0;xlo=-179.9975;xhi=180.0025;ylo=-90;yhi=90;operation_id=Plot_2D_XY_zoom;view=xy
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